THE   CONQUERING   HERO               53

half-legendary story of the alternation of the
command which caused the battle of the Schellen-
berg to be fought on July 2, 1704,

As the fortress was situated between the
Danube and an impenetrable wood, only two
main lines of attack were open, from the north-
west and the west. Although, or because, the
fortifications to the west were the weakest,
Marlborough took command of the English
troops who were to deliver a storm on the " death
angle" near the wood from the north-west.
After a forced march along bad roads, picked
battalions began the attack at six in the evening.
At first the Bavarians threw them back with
ease and inflicted heavy losses ; General Goor,
the Dutchman on whom Marlborough greatly
depended, was shot dead in the first charge.
But the fierce pummelling which his forces
received at this point obliged D'Arco to divert
men from the west, while the commander at
Donauworth disgracefully neglected to man his
palisades. In consequence, the Margrave of
Baden, although met by an enfilading fire, found
less difficulty. While Marlborough was hammer-
ing at the north-west, he " walked into" the
fortress on the west; it was an obvious case of
cause and effect, although Marlborough's detrac-
tors did not fail to allege that the " experienced "
Margrave had shown himself more astute than
fiis colleague.

The capture of the Schellenberg was an expen-
sive victory for those days. The Allies had 1,500
men killed and 4,500 wounded, and over a quarter
of the English engaged were casualties. The